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TABLE A3.2

Identification Scheme for Rocks

CRYSTALLINE

TEXTURE
Isotropic Anisotropic
structure structure
—[ Softer than [
knife blade
Calcite Calcite Halite Gypsum Anhydrite Very dense, Green Green
and calcite or with without
dolomite dolomite sheared sheared
surfaces surfaces
Limestone Dolomitic Rock Gypsum Anhydrite Marble®  Serpentinite® Greenstone®
limestone salt
Harder than Altered Hydrothermally
knife blade peridotite altered diabase
| | 1 I |
Fine, Mixed sizes: Coarse, Parallel Bands of Parallel
uniform coarse with uniform needle light and platey
crystal fine or very crystal shaped dark layers minerals
size fine crystai size grains
distribution  sizes distribution | . Schist
Amphibole Gneiss
Light Aplite Rhyolite Pegmatite schist and I
colored Latite Granite amphibolite S . .
l Andesite Grandodiorite Mica ’:tg::‘ Continuous Chlorite
Derk Diabase Basalt Diorite Mica semim mica
" Gabbro absent Mica Green
colored Peridotite schist schist
No grains visible,
uniformly smooth
Isotropic Anisotropic
structure structure
Weak Vitreous Razor sharp Silvery
fissile luster, edges after sheen, no
structure conchoidal cleava visible
Harder than Softer than fracture 9¢ mica
knife blade knife blade
Shale Siliceous Slate Phyllite
shale
I I and chert
Nclu assgclated Associ_ated Spheroidal Soluble Mica F_inlelv
volcanic volcanic weathering absent divided
features features mica
Hornfels or Felsite Claystone Fine-grained
granulite (light Siltstone limestone
colored) Mudstone
Trap
rock
(dark

colored)



Clastic

texture
Isotropic or
anisotropic
Mainly Mainly Angular Sand Mainly
volcanic nonvolcanic blocks grains volcanic
pebbles pebbles and sand
and cobbles (lapilli)
cobbles and ash
Agglomerate Conglomerate Breccia Sandstone Tuff
Quartzite Greywacke Arkose
Uniform Dirty Quartz
quartz sand with Feldspar
grains rock grains (some mica
’ and other

minerals)
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